INTRODUCTION
The Krishna district (15 0 43' -17 0 10'N and 80 0 -81 0 35' E ) of Ahdhra Pradesh, India is moderately rich in medicinal plants in and around the forests of Kondapalle reserve. There is an ample scope for introduction and systematic cultivation of medicinal plants, which are required by Pharmaceutical companies and other plant based industries. According to geological data the rocks of this district belongs to Archean and Gondwana ages with Gneises and Quartz. The soils are mostly deltaic alluvial, followed by Red and Coastal sandy types. The average rain fall is nearly 980 mm. The temperature ranging between 37 0 -27 0 C. The district comprises 5 main Vegetational types, the upper part of the hilly tracts with dry mixed deciduous forests, the lower hilly tracts covered with thorny-scrub, the river mouth of Krishna with mangroves, the Kolleru lake with aquatics and the plains and cultivated fields met with lot of weeds.
Previously there is no specific data on the medicinal flora of Krishna district (1983 -86), the author could collect a good number of medicinal plants. This is the first time information, reporting very valuable date on 38 species belongs to 38 genera of 23 families, has been gathered from the herbal doctors, Chenchues and Yerukals, who inhabiting in and around the forest areas. All the collected specimens are deposited one set at Central National Harbarium (CAL), Calcutta; One set at Madras Herbarium (MH), Coimbatore and another set at Andhra University Herbarium (AUH) (yet to be placed at Index Herbariorum). Waltair.
Enumeration
In the following enumeration the species are arranged alphabetically followed by family name, local name, locality, collectors name, field name, habitat and atlast a brief notation of uses. Eclipta prostrate (L.) A. Asteraceae. Gunta kalagara.
Abrus Precatorius
Gollapudi, Venkanna 5274. Frequent in open waste lands. The plant is useful in enlargement of the spleen in jaundice; the leave juice is useful for fever in children; the root in emetic and purgative and also used against ulcers and wounds in cattle.
Euphorbia hirta L. Euphorbiacea. Nanu balu. Nuzvid, Venkanna 5213. Common weed in waste lands. The plant is useful in bowel complaints, worms in children; the milky juice of the plant is used in dysentery; a decoction of the plant is used in asthma.
Gloriosa superba L. Liliaceae. Nabhi Leela nagar, Venkanna 5172. Frequent along forest outskirts.
Tubers are used in abortions. The fruit mixed with sesamum oil is used for paralysis; the whole plant is useful in fevers, cough, asthma, dropsy and gonorrhoea; the seeds are used against toothache.
Helicteres isora
Strychnos nux-vomica L. Loganiaceae. Mushini. Thukkuluru, Venkanna 5503. Most common in thorny scrub-jungles. The seeds are highly poisonous; the root bark with lime is useful in cholera; the wood bark is used for dysentery, fevers and dyspepsia. Withania somnifera (L.) Dunal Solanaceae. Penneru gedda. Kolleti kota, Venkanna 5829. Rarely found around Kolleru lake. The bark is used to cure asthma; leaves are useful in fever, boils and piles.
